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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

AWARDING AND CELEBRATING
MEC’S FIBER-OPTIC PROJECT

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the first Mohave Electric member
connections for MEC’s fiber-optic project and
broadband service. In a first-of-its-kind en-
deavor for an electric co-op in Arizona, MEC
is building a fiber-optic network to enhance
electric operations and provide reliable
broadband service for each member in MEC’s
service territory which consists of 33,000
members and 42,000 end points.

MEC was created in 1946 by local residents
who took initiative to provide themselves with
electricity investor-owned utilities refused to
supply. MEC crews have now already installed
more than 190,000 feet of fiber line, increasing
that number every day. The work the MEC is
producing for reliable internet is very important
because it helps small businesses, local emer-
gency responders, and hospitals to be able to
do their job and help the people of Mohave
County.

Madam Speaker, | express a sincere form
of gratitude to MEC, and | encourage my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating a successful
project and legacy as a valuable organization
to the people of Arizona. These notable efforts
and accomplishments to provide reliable
broadband service should be recognized and
acknowledged. For these reasons | stand with
MEC for their remarkable impact on the Mo-
have County communities.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. WAYNE
CALHOUN TEMPLE

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dr. Wayne
Calhoun Temple for his distinguished service
to the State of lllinois and the American peo-

le.

P Wayne was born on his family farm in Dela-
ware County, Ohio. Until eighth grade he
worked on the farm and attended a one room
schoolhouse a mile from his home. He went
on to graduate as valedictorian of Prospect
High School and earned a football scholarship
to Ohio State University.

He attended college for only two quarters
before answering the call to serve in the U.S.
Army during World War Il. He was sent to the
University of lllinois to study engineering and
was later assigned to an Army communica-
tions service-plant engineering agency. While
overseas, he was responsible for authoring
General Dwight D. Eisenhower's communica-
tions and was awarded the Bronze Star for his
work at the Rhine River.

Following World War I, Wayne attended the
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign in
1946, where he graduated with honors in engi-
neering and received a PhD in history. During
his time at the University of lllinois he served
as a research assistant to “The Dean of Lin-
coln Scholars” Professor James G. Randall
and contributed to Professor Randall’s writing
of four books.

Throughout his life, Wayne has authored
over 600 works on the life of President Abra-
ham Lincoln. In 1964, he moved to Springfield
to work in the lllinois State Archives depository
of public records and served as both the Chief
Deputy Director and Acting Director of the de-
pository.

His dedication to serve and educate others
is evident through his life’s work and | would
like to personally thank him for his continued
service to the State of lllinois.

————

HONORING GERTRUDE JACKSON’S
100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. AMI BERA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the 100th birthday of
Gertrude Jackson. Born on May 2nd, 1921,
Mrs. Jackson grew up in Prichard, Alabama
and left her hometown to pursue a nursing de-
gree at Saint Mary’s Nursing School in St.
Louis, Missouri. She graduated and became a
registered nurse in 1944 and moved to settle
in Sacramento, California. Mrs. Jackson also
served in the U.S. Army in WWII as Second
Lieutenant Gertrude Clarke. After she moved
to Sacramento and finished her time in the
Army, she met her late husband and was mar-
ried the following year on May 15th. Mr. and
Mrs. Jackson spent a wonderful 70 years to-
gether.

Mrs. Jackson is a very accomplished
woman, and her children, grandchildren, and
greatgrandchildren all look up to her. As she
began her career in nursing in 1944, she was
the second African-American registered nurse
in Sacramento, working at Sutter Memorial
Hospital. This achievement helped pave the
way for women of color in the health care sec-
tor, and our community is grateful for her serv-
ice.

Although her 100th birthday was earlier this
year, we continue to celebrate this milestone
as she reunites with her family for the first
time since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic. Mrs. Jackson celebrated her birth-
day at Elk Grove Regional Park last weekend,
and we wish her well this year. | ask that my
colleagues join me in wishing a happy birthday
to Mrs. Jackson and a profound thank you for
her work in our community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. YVETTE HERRELL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, | missed
these votes because | was unavoidably de-
tained. Had | been present, | would have
voted YEA on Roll Call No. 192; NAY on Roll
Call No. 193; YEA on Roll Call No. 194; NAY
on Roll Call No. 195; NAY on Roll Call No.
196; NAY on Roll Call No. 197; NAY on Roll
Call No. 198; NAY on Roll Call No. 199; NAY
on Roll Call No. 200; NAY on Roll Call No.
201; YEA on Roll Call No. 202; NAY on Roll
Call No. 203; and YEA on Roll Call No. 204.

—————

INTRODUCTION OF THE FEDERAL
BUREAU OF PRISONS VOTING
ASSISTANCE ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Federal Bureau of Prisons
Voting Assistance Act with Congresswoman
CHELLIE PINGREE and Congressman PETER
WELCH. This bill would require the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons (BOP) to provide to inmates
from jurisdictions that allow inmates to vote,
like the District of Columbia, Vermont and
Maine, information on how to register to vote
and request an absentee ballot. It would re-
quire BOP to provide each BOP prison infor-
mation on the criteria for voter registration, in-
structions on voter registration, voter registra-
tion forms and prepaid envelopes for voter
registration forms, if provided by the state gen-
erally. Each prison would be required to post
the information in the facility and give it to
each inmate eligible to vote.

These are essentially the practices BOP
used in the most recent presidential election,
so this bill would codify an already successful
practice of assisting with voter enfranchise-
ment.

| ask my colleagues to support this bill.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted NAY on Roll Call
No. 197; NAY on Roll Call No. 198; NAY on
Roll Call No. 199; NAY on Roll Call No. 200;
NAY on Roll Call No. 201; YEA on Roll Call
No. 202; NAY on Roll Call No. 203; and YEA
on Roll Call No. 204.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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TRIBUTE TO SAN BERNARDINO
COUNTY SHERIFF JOHN McMA-
HON ON THE OCCASION OF HIS
RETIREMENT

HON. JAY OBERNOLTE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Sheriff-Coroner John McMahon
of the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Depart-
ment in California’s 8th Congressional District.
Sheriff McMahon has served as a law enforce-
ment officer in San Bernardino County for the
past 36 years. He began his career in 1985 as
a patrol deputy at the Needles station in Cali-
fornia’s 8th District and has been promoted to
every rank in the department since then, serv-
ing at a total of 15 stations during his career.
In 2014, John was elected as the 35th Sheriff-
Coroner of the San Bernardino County Sher-
iff's Department, and his leadership has been
an invaluable asset to our law enforcement
community.

During his tenure, Sheriff McMahon suc-
cessfully led the department through many
challenging times and high-profile incidents,
including the December 2nd terror attack in
San Bernardino. Long-term solutions imple-
mented by his department have helped to
keep crime down in our communities and im-
prove safety across the largest county in our
state. Under his leadership, the San
Bernardino County Sheriff's Department has
become known as one of the premier law en-
forcement agencies in the nation. | wish Sher-
iff McMahon and his wife Shelly all the best as
he begins his retirement and | thank him for
his dedication to serving the people of San
Bernardino County.

THANKING ANDREW LOFTON FOR
A LIFETIME OF PUBLIC SERVICE
AND CONGRATULATING HIM ON
RETIREMENT

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor Andrew Lofton’s out-
standing career with the Seattle Housing Au-
thority and congratulate him on a well-earned
retirement after nearly five decades in public
service.

Over the course of his astonishing career,
Mr. Lofton held a variety of titles including
Chief of Staff to Mayor Norm Rice, Budget Di-
rector of the City of Seattle, Chief of Depart-
mental Operations for the City of Seattle, and
most recently, the Executive Director of Se-
attle Housing Authority.

The positive impact Andrew has made on
his community cannot be stressed enough.
Seattle is without a doubt better because of
his hard work, dedication, and passion for de-
veloping affordable housing. Under his leader-
ship as Executive Director, the Seattle Hous-
ing Authority grew by over 1,500 units making
a world of difference for over 3,000 children
and adults. He grew the Seattle Housing Au-
thority to the largest it has ever been, serving
over 37,000 Seattle residents in over 8,400
units.
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In a career full of achievements, one that
stands out is his role in organizing and leading
the community of Moving to Work Housing Au-
thorities and serving as the first President of
the Moving to Work Collaborative. This work
was absolutely critical in piloting a new ap-
proach to more effectively and efficiently using
Federal housing resources to serve low in-
come communities. Moving to Work agencies
assist families with children where the head of
the household is seeking work or participating
in a workforce development program. Not only
do they help these families become economi-
cally stable, but they also increase housing
choices for low-income families. Because of
Andrew’s dedication, these programs remain
successful in Washington and across the
country.

Andrew was also pivotal in the Community
Moves to Opportunity initiative. This partner-
ship between Seattle Housing Authority, King
County Housing Authority, and Raj Chetty’s
Opportunity Insights research team at Harvard
paved the way to broaden geographic choice
and access to opportunity neighborhoods for
low-income families. This work has been
foundational for new national mobility efforts
funded by Congress and currently being rolled
out by the Department of Housing and Urban
Development.

Madam Speaker, it is my great pleasure to
congratulate Andrew Lofton on a distinguished
career. The State of Washington is lucky to
have had him working for its people and after
47 years of service he always worked with
grace, a generosity of spirit, and a never-fail-
ing sense of humor.

RECOGNIZING POLICE CHIEF MATT
BURNS

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON

OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and honor
Police Chief Matt Burns for his 25 years of
service with the Sioux Falls Police Depart-
ment.

Chief Burns’ career with the Sioux Falls Po-
lice Department began in 1996 as a patrol offi-
cer. He later went on to serve as a SWAT
team member, detective, lieutenant, and as-
sistant chief. In 2015, Burns became chief of
police.

During his honorable career, Burns has
spearheaded several key initiatives including
promoting, designing, and funding the New
Public Safety Training Center and leading the
effort to host remote Basic Certification Acad-
emy classes.

Despite the many challenges the city of
Sioux Falls has faced in recent years, | am
grateful for Burns’ leadership in keeping the
community of Sioux Falls safe.

| commend Chief Burns for his outstanding
record of service, hard work, and leadership.
| extend my deepest congratulations to him on
his well-earned retirement.
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IN HONOR OF NICKI CLARKE FOR
HER 14 YEARS OF SERVICE AT
CAPITOL CENTER FOR THE ARTS
IN CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Ms. KUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to offer my sincere gratitude for Nicki Clarke
as she moves on after fourteen years from her
role as Executive Director of the Capitol Cen-
ter for the Arts.

Over the span of Nicki’s long and successful
career, she has built a lasting memory as a
leader and advocate for the arts in New
Hampshire. Nicki has brought numerous rich
and diverse art experiences to Granite Staters.
Her leadership over the past fourteen years
has been dynamic, innovative, and focused as
she increased the number of shows and cre-
ated the Bank of New Hampshire Stage. Her
commitment to the theater and the community
has touched the lives of so many in New
Hampshire.

On behalf of New Hampshire’'s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have
benefitted from Nicki’'s work, | thank her for
her incredible service and congratulate her on
all that she has accomplished. | wish her the
best of luck in the years ahead, and | look for-
ward to our continued work together to make
New Hampshire an even better place to live,
work, and raise a family.

——

COMMEMORATING THE 20TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF PATRICK HENRY
COLLEGE

HON. MARK E. GREEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a great institution of
higher education, Patrick Henry College, on
the occasion of its 20th anniversary.

Through a commitment to high academic
rigor, a fidelity to the spirit of the American
founding, and an unwavering worldview
grounded in biblical principles, Patrick Henry
College has attracted excellent students from
all 50 states and distinguished itself by form-
ing alumni marked by their grace, humility,
and wisdom.

Since its founding in 2000, Patrick Henry
College has placed graduates in the White
House and as clerks for four U.S. Supreme
Court justices. Many alumni can be found
leading in various roles of public service and
helping to make our country and the world a
better place.

It has captured 12 national moot court
championships, the Nelson Mandela world
championship, and last year was crowned na-
tional civic debate champion.

The United States of America is a better
place because of the work of its alumni in the
public square. | want to honor Michael Farris
for having the vision and determination to
plant Patrick Henry College for the purpose of
educating future leaders and equipping them
to have a strong Christian influence in their
communities and the culture at large. | am
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confident that President Jack Haye and Dean
Mark Mitchell will continue to lead Patrick
Henry College with integrity and a steadfast
commitment to faith and reason.

And | thank those alumni from my home
state of Tennessee—Philip Bunn, Candace
Curet, Jon De Troye, Noah Farley, Kayla Fer-
guson nee Griesemer, Jae Jared, Andrew
Luchuk, Will McManus, Nathan Mingus, Shane
Roberts, Justine Van Ness, and Timothy Wier.

Patrick Henry College has proven its worth
over the past two decades, and | look forward
to seeing this institution continue its work of
forming young men and women of exemplary
character and intellect for many years to
come.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF AYA’S
SWEETS

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the culmination of hard work and
dedication by Aya Islim and her family that
has resulted in the grand opening of Aya’s
Sweets, a shop and bakery in the Dearborn
Heights community in Michigan’s 13th Con-
gressional District.

Small businesses are the life blood of our
economy, contributing to local economies and
fostering a sense of community. But, what
truly makes the grand opening of Aya’s
Sweets shine is that it is the realization of a
dream. Aya, at the age of sixteen, and with
the support of her family, has committed so
much of herself into seeing this business suc-
ceed.

Mostly self-taught, Aya began baking at the
age of nine by watching cooking videos and
shows. She has never shied away from a
challenge. As she honed her skills, she
earned a reputation for her beautiful and tasty
creations, and has taken the step of opening
her own bakery.

Please join me in recognizing and cele-
brating Aya and the Islim Family on the occa-
sion of the grand opening of Aya’s Sweets.
We wish them many years of success in serv-
ice to our neighbors in Michigan’s #13th Dis-
trict Strong.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR DAVID
CARETTO ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS RETIREMENT AS THE
MAYOR OF BIG BEAR LAKE

HON. JAY OBERNOLTE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mayor David Caretto, a con-
stituent of my district and Mayor of my home-
town of Big Bear Lake, California. Mayor
Carreto served Big Bear Lake for eleven
years, but he was a public servant long before
that, serving Southern California for thirty-
three years as General Manager and Sec-
retary for the South Orange County Waste-
water Authority, Assistant City Manager and
City Clerk for the City of Irwindale, Assistant
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City Manager and City Clerk for the City of
Pico Rivera, City Manager and Assistant City
Manager for the City of Signal Hill, and Plan-
ning Technician for the City of Lynwood. In
addition to his own public service, David and
his wife Cindy raised two talented children,
both of whom proudly served their country in
the Iraq War.

| was honored to serve alongside David on
the Big Bear Lake City Council, and | can re-
late from firsthand experience how impactful
his continuous dedication to our community
has been. | wish him and Cindy all the best in
his retirement as they enter the next phase of
their life. Thankyou very much, Dave, for your
service to the City of Big Bear Lake.

———
HONORING THE SERVICE OF
MAJOR GENERAL PETER B.

ANDRYSIAK JR.

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. YOUNG. Madam Speaker, | am deeply
honored to express my gratitude to Major
General Peter B. Andrysiak Jr. for his years of
dedicated service to the United States of
America, the Army, and the great state of
Alaska.

As the Commanding General of United
States Army Alaska (USARAK.) and Deputy
Commanding General of the Alaskan Com-
mand, at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson,
Alaska, he is responsible for providing trained
and ready forces to support worldwide unified
land operations and operations in the United
States Indo-Pacific Command Area of Oper-
ations and the Arctic Region and conduct mili-
tary operations in places like Iraq and Afghani-
stan.

Additionally, General Andrysiak has become
a leader for the U.S. Army in the Arctic. In
1935, Brigadier General Billy Mitchell stated, “I
believe that in the future, whoever holds Alas-
ka will hold the world. | think it is the most im-
portant strategic place in the world.” In the
over 85 years since that statement, we have
seen military leaders who understood it and
many who ignored it. General Andrysiak is
clearly the former. His Arctic leadership was
not only critical to reshaping the Army’s vision
of the Arctic but was also crucial in the devel-
opment of the Army’s Arctic Strategy and the
modernization of the Army’s operations in Arc-
tic environments.

Since pinning on his Second Lieutenant
bars following his graduation from the United
States Military Academy at West Point, Gen-
eral Andrysiak has exemplified what it means
to be an American soldier. He is, however,
more than the military tactical and operational
expertise that he has demonstrated through
his career. General Andrysiak has endeared
himself to the soldiers and their families under
his charge. For he has become a tireless ad-
vocate for their quality of life and wellbeing.
From investments and improvements to facili-
ties such as Child Development Centers, bar-
racks, and gyms, to leadership engagement
and mental health support, General Andrysiak
understands that there is more to a soldier's
readiness than squeezing a trigger and field
maneuvers. There is mental, spiritual, phys-
ical, and family readiness that must be ad-
dressed as well.
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On February 23, 2021, the Chief of Staff of
the Army, General James McConville, an-
nounced that General Andrysiak will become
the Deputy Commanding General of U.S.
Army Europe-Africa. While | am saddened to
see him leave Alaska, | am proud that he will
continue serving as a sentinel for our Nation.

———

REMEMBERING JOHN D. LEONARD
SR.

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. RYAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of John D. Leonard Sr. of Gi-
rard, Ohio who passed away peacefully Mon-
day, July 5, 2021 at the age of 80 surrounded
by his loving family.

John was born Oct. 13, 1940, in Niles, a
son to Joseph and Kathryn McMenamy Leon-
ard. He was a 1958 graduate of Niles McKin-
ley High School. He worked as a skilled
tradesman for both the union and then Pack-
ard Electric, retiring in 2008. John was a pa-
rishioner of St. Rose Church and was a mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus in Girard.

John was a pillar to his family. He was a
selfless provider always ensuring the pros-
perity of his children and grandchildren. Just
as he sang along to Louise’s piano perform-
ances, uplifting her tunes, John would always
uplift those around him, supporting friends and
family unconditionally. His infectious smile and
enthusiastic dancing reminds us how to live
life. John’s fundamental values of love, dedi-
cation, and community will forever guide his
loved one’s path towards happiness. We have
lost a truly wonderful person who will forever
be missed.

He leaves to cherish his memory, his chil-
dren, Karla (Philip) Smith of Virginia, John D.
(Suzana) Leonard Jr. of Shaker Heights and
Bob (Danielle) Leonard of Rocky River; broth-
ers, Joseph (MaryAnn), Thomas (Lucy), Paul
(Charlotte), William (Mary Ann), Richard
(Sandy) and Robert; sisters, Kathleen, Mar-
garet Mary (David); close friend and com-
panion, Nancy Foster; and his grandchildren,
Audrey and Emma Smith, Daniel and Stefan
Leonard, Andrew and Anna Leonard, Alex
Sapp, Adam (Janice) and Hannah Smith. Be-
sides his parents, John was preceded in death
by his wife, Louise Leonard, whom he married
Aug. 18, 1962, and who passed away Feb. 2,
2015; and a brother, Jerry.

John was the uncle to my longtime District
Director and childhood friend, Rick Leonard.
John truly embodied the spirit of the Demo-
cratic Party through his lifetime of integrity and
kindness and was all around a wonderful per-
son to be around. My condolences go out to
all whose lives he touched.

————

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL
MIRRA ON HIS RETIREMENT AND
THANKING HIM FOR SERVING
HIS COMMUNITY

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 13, 2021

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker,
it is my privilege to congratulate Michael Mirra
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on a well-earned retirement and thank him for
nearly two decades of service to the Tacoma
Housing Authority.

The positive impact Michael has had on his
community cannot be overstated. He has dili-
gently served as Executive Director of Tacoma
Housing Authority for the last 17 years, where
in that time he helped countless people and
substantially improved the Tacoma Housing
Authority by growing the number of units and
increasing the reach of their services. Prior to
this role, Michael was a highly successful liti-
gator who represented homeless families and
poor neighborhoods in several high-profile
legal cases.

Under Michael’'s leadership, the Tacoma
Housing Authority completed a reconstruction
project of 200 urban acres costing $250 mil-
lion in Tacoma’s Salishan neighborhood. Not
only was this the largest project in Tacoma’s
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history, but also the largest West of the Mis-
sissippi. The project increased the total num-
ber of units under the Tacoma Housing Au-
thority by 29 percent.

Michael also spearheaded innovative ways
to use federal housing dollars to further benefit
families. With the Education Project, Michael
was able to help the children of families work-
ing with the Tacoma Housing Authority suc-
ceed in public schools and pay for the college
education of students experiencing homeless-
ness. Michael was instrumental in finding new
ways to use funds and enlisted local devel-
opers to incorporate low-income housing into
market-rate developments.

He also established the Tacoma Housing
Authority as a Moving to Work agency, be-
coming just one of 39 in the country. Moving
to Work agencies are given the flexibility to
test innovative, locally designed strategies to
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use federal resources more efficiently and
help residents find employment to become fi-
nancially stable in the long-term. This work
was absolutely critical in piloting a new ap-
proach to more effectively and efficiently using
Federal housing resources to serve low in-
come communities. Not only do they help
these families become economically stable,
but they also increase housing options for low-
income families. In 2016, in recognition of his
distinguished career, Michael was awarded
the Margaret M. Sevy Lifetime Achievement
Award by the Washington State Housing Fi-
nance Commission.

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to
honor Michael Mirra on an outstanding career
in public service, thank him for serving his
community so well, and congratulate him on
retiring.
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